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SEPTEMBER 14, 1928 


F. P. A. Constitution: Article VII 


“Membership shall lapse if and whenever dues 
are three months overdue.” 

All F. P. A. members who are in arrears for 
dues are urged to remit this month if they wish 
to continue as members in good standing for the 
new fiscal year which begins on October 1, 1928. 

This notice does not apply to any members 
who have paid dues since October 1, 1927. 


EVACUATION OF 


THE RHINELAND 


HERE has come a sudden pause in 

the progress of France and Germany 
toward mutual reconciliation. The mo- 
mentum gained at Thoiry and Locarno 
has been insufficient to speed the two 
countries beyond Paris and Geneva. The 
chief obstacle is the Rhineland issue. The 
Treaty of Versailles authorized the Allies 
to camp on German soil for fifteen years. 
If Germany lived up to her obligations, 
the Cologne area was to be evacuated in 
1925, the Coblenz area in 1930, and the 
Mayence area in 1935. But if Germany 
met all its obligations prior to 1935, the 
Allied troops were to be withdrawn im- 
mediately. Up to the present date only 
the Cologne area has actually been evacu- 
ated. 


The existence of the Dawes Plan and 
the Locarno agreements and the with- 
drawal of the Allied control commissions 
from German soil have encouraged the 
Reich Government to demand that Allied 
troops in the Rhineland should also be 
withdrawn. Until this is done Germans 
state that there can be no real reconcilia- 
tion with France. Sympathy for this de- 
mand was expressed by Sir Austen Cham- 
berlain on July 18 in the House of Com- 
mons. The French Socialist Party dur- 
ing the summer voted a formal resolution 
in favor of immediate evacuation, and this 
resolution was echoed by the Socialist In- 
ternational Congress when it met in 
Brussels. 


Dr. Stresemann’s discussions of the 
subject with Premier Poincaré in Paris 
were followed by an unmistakable rebuff 
to German hopes delivered by M. Briand 
in an eloquent speech on September 10 


before the League Assembly. His text 
was the fact that Germany is not com- 
pletely disarmed; his thesis was that since 
Germany’s military strength is as great 
as it is, France must continue to take pre- 
cautions. 

Notwithstanding the tone of M. Bri- 
and’s speech, it seems likely that the 
French Government will consent to im- 
mediate evacuation of the Rhineland in 
return for certain German concessions. It 
also seems that the German Government, 
although originally demanding uncondi- 
tional evacuation, is now prepared to 
make concessions. 

France demands the establishment of 
an international commission to guarantee 
continued observance of the demilitariza- 
tion of the Rhine. A second French de- 
mand is that the Germans market the 
railway bonds upon which interest is now 
being paid under the Dawes Plan. This 
would place the sum of 11,000,000,000 
gold marks in Allied hands. Some Ger- 
mans oppose the suggestion on the ground 
that it would convert a political debt into 
a commercial debt, from which there 
would be no escape. Others object that it 
would delay the fixing of the total repara- 
tion sum. The greatest obstacle to such 
a sale, however, is the state of the New 
York bond market. Can the American in- 
vestment market absorb these bonds? 
Will the State Department object to their 
sale? 


These are the questions Europe is ask- 
ing. But if they apply to the marketing 
of railway bonds, they must apply even 
more strongly to any plan for fixing and 
commercializing the whole sum of repara- 


tions. It is clear that such a total cannot 
be fixed without some new arrangement 
in regard to the inter-Allied debts, and 
Europeans are beginning to suggest that 
the United States be invited to discuss 
that difficult subject with them at an early 
date. 


The effort to link the Rhineland ques- 
tion with liquidation of the whole repara- 
tion and debt issue will scarcely serve to 
improve American-European relations at 
the present moment. Opponents of the 
Kellogg anti-war treaty state that it will 
be used by Europe only as a lever to ex- 
tract concessions from the United States. 
And the present flood of cables demand- 
ing debt revision serves to strengthen that 
point of view. The sale of railway bonds 
is quite within the realm of practical 
politics; but the reopening of the Allied 
debt question at the present time will re- 
sult only in harm. R. L. B. 


Spain at Geneva Again 


HE League Assembly has just per- 

formed its annual duty of designating 
the states which are to enjoy representa- 
tion on the League Council to take the 
place of those whose three-year terms 
have expired. This year China, Colombia 
and Holland have been asked to make way 
for Persia, Venezuela and Spain. Of the 
three latter countries, however, only 
Spain has been accorded the privilege of 
re-eligibility in 1931. 


Spain, after two years of voluntary 
exile from the League of Nations, has re- 
turned not only to participate in the work 
of the Assembly but also to accept the 
“semi-permanent” seat on the Council 
which it scorned in 1926. It will be re- 
called that when Germany was admitted 
to membership in the League and to per- 
manent representation on the Council, 
Spain withdrew. When the Council was 
being reorganized so as to make room for 
the new German member, Spain demanded 
that it too should have a permanent seat 
on the Council. When offered something 
less than it had asked for, Spain severed its 
connection with the League, declaring that 
it was unable to accept a classification 
which would place it “in the second rank 
of powers.” The fact that Spain has now 
ceased to regard a permanent seat on the 
League Council as the only fitting recogni- 
tion of its important status is due in part 
to the appeasement which resulted from 
the Tangier settlement of the past sum- 
mer, whereby the Spanish share in the 
administration of that internationally 
controlled zone was increased. 
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The League has been pleased to learn 
that Costa Rica is inclined to follow 
Spain’s example in returning to Geneva. 
Within the past week it has been an- 
nounced that the San José government is 
satisfied with the Council’s reply to Costa 
Rica’s recent question concerning the in- 
terpretation of the Monroe Doctrine.* It 
seems now only a matter of time before 
a Costa Rican delegate will take the seat 
waiting for him in the League Assembly. 


E. P. M. 
A League Warning 


DELICATE subject which has occu- 

pied a certain amount of attention 
at Geneva during the past week is the 
question of the Polish-Lithuanian dispute. 
So serious has been the friction between 
Poland and Lithuania over the seizure of 
Vilna by Poland, that direct negotiations 
on the subject have thus far achieved no 
tangible results. The recurrence of border 
clashes and of diplomatic incidents has 
caused alarm in neighboring countries, 
and has brought forth criticisms from 
Russia and Germany. 

The Council of the League solemnly 
warned Poland and Lithuania on Septem- 
ber 8 that, unless they reached a direct 
settlement of their dispute over the pos- 
session of Vilna, a commission would be 
appointed to determine the extent to 
which the dispute menaces the relations 
of the border states. 

This warning has already borne fruit. 
M. Waldemaras, the Lithuanian Premier, 
has announced that he will resume direct 
negotiations with Poland in November at 
K6nigsberg. His declaration is viewed as 
a definite step in the direction of the re- 
sumption of normal relations between the 
two countries. V. A.M. 


HE election of Charles Evans Hughes, 

former Secretary of State, to the Per- 
manent Court of International Justice, to 
fill the vacancy created by the resignation 
of Dr. John Bassett Moore, has been 
greeted with universal applause. His pro- 
found knowledge of international law and 
his practical experience in international 
affairs eminently qualify him for this dis- 
tinguished post. His ready acceptance is 
indicative of his growing confidence in the 
principles and achievements of the Court. 
The hope has been voiced in Geneva that 
his election will lead to a greater interest 
on the part of the government of the 
United States in the activities of the 
Court. 
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